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Sir: 

The above-referenced patent application was filed under 35 U.S.C. §371 on 
September 8, 2000. It is the U.S. national stage filing of PCT/FR99/00497. A 
Response to Notification of Missing Requirements, including an executed Declaration 
and Power of Attorney, was filed November 17, 2000. 

The following communications have been received from the U.S. Patent Office: 

• Notification of Acceptance of Application, mailed December 1 1 , 2000, and 

• Notice of Recordation of Assignment Document, mailed February 27, 2001. 

A copy of each of these papers is enclosed herewith. 

On March 1 1 , 2002, the undersigned attomey for applicant filed a Status Inquiry 
in this case. No reply to the Status Inquiry was received from the U.S. Patent Office. In 
addition, repeated telephone calls were made to the U.S. Patent Office between May 13 
- July 25, 2002, to determine the status of the application. 
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On July 25, 2002, Examiner Michael Neas advised that the application had been 
"dropped from the computer." Examiner Neas reported that a search by the paralegals 
and contractors did not locate the file. He said that he would request an official search 
for the file. 

In order to expedite the examination process of this case. Examiner Neas 
recommended that the undersigned Attomey for Applicant make a copy of his file for 
this case, and submit the copy of the PCX Legal Department. 

Accordingly, attached are true copies of what was originally filed by the 
Attomey for AppUcant in U.S. patent application No. 09/623,801. This includes a copy 
of the postcard filing acknowledgment for each filing, showing the PTO date-stamp. 
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